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EQUIPMENT REVIEW @

PrimalLuna Prologue Two
Integrated Valve Amplifier

Appearances can be deceptive.
Ohitwardly 3ts Fttle oo than 4

fairly unassuming black box: compact,
and rather stabby; but (at kg
Lnexpectedly weighty Because large
s snd outpul lransiormers ofe
tsed. the wedght Is concentratid
rowards the back —something thar
ks tho amplificy fool vven hoavier,
Small and pertectly formed it tight
e, but senteeland resarved itain't

The PrimaLluna Prologue Twi
sounds remarkably mase and
powetful 1t prodoces a big, big
sound that bes roal presenes and
welghit gain 1s verv high: Subjectively
| iound volume levels were ampla
with the control aboul a gquarter
advanced. Tum the vilume knab
halmway, and the sound increases o
a poinl where the music gots protty
loud —certainly a lot louder than 1d
ever want it Yel the sound refains s
clarity and contral —the amp doosn'|
sound strained.

Mare to the poing, becatise the
sound is tonally rieh and powseriul,
vou don't actually feel the need o
prlay misle at eicessive volime levels
In arder to achlove a proper sense of
piresem e The amplifier offers arournid
T ourpe, but sounds much bigger
in ways that porhaps only a tube ai‘up
can. It was a transistor desizn you
rrvighit mistakenly think it Bagl 200Ws
Linder the bunnet, It seally docs sound
that gutsy and dynamic. But no = the
actial Wartage 78 siumrisingbe mcdest,

Tonally, the Proleaue Two gives a
vary warm/tich soit of balance. Rass
is very deep and poweriul — 2lmost as
II the lower requoncies were slightly

by Simmy Hughes

boosted. This ls mest debnltely not
a learsonding amplifier! While
treble and mid-band mmain cosp
and demailed, cverall the fmpression
is nne of weight and somnority
The bottort nd s cleanand ull,
bt distinetly rounder
and more ample
than i ypically
fing with a
divectcaonpléd
trunsistor
amplifier
Averitable o
among amplifiors!
| found bass qualitr
very satlstving with my
limpulse H-1 horns. The
bBettomn end was full and rich,
with & lovely resomant hloom
1f bl wern a building,
Tiass would be its
foumetariom.  Buralioeh
the bottom cnd sounded
fine with roov 1 -1s, it's
progsihle thar the lower
frequencies may prove o fittle too
ample with some amaller, Infinite
biaftle or pootly positioner] speakers
that bensfil from tghter contral, 1
thal s the case, try using e 1 Ol
spealker rap — more on this later,
Here | must confoss to laziness
I aving guickly hooked up the
amplifier fo gar & taste ol 15 how
it sounde, [ didn’t eomplete the
mstallation by cannecting roy REL
ai-wiooters | Enow — [shonld have
done it... However, it hardly seemed
ron roatrer iF D dldn't knesa P have

Fhonht they were working - the tass

wizs s [ull and weightv Golng [Fom

the superbly clean lueldsounding
Chordl presf ot le the: Pricoslins
proved somelhing of o culturn shock
I'm still recovering.
I conirse, villves aree supposoedd
Lo sound reh and warm, Buk, how
oftan do you find a tube amplifier
thal really deogsy lave e
toina! fullness

and golden glow of

legend? In my experience,

all too mrely | reckon its parl of

a world-wide conspiracy, [0s long
been my beliaf thar andio designers

actually stove o aveld making e
produets sound true (o their egins,
Ahsh warmesounding valve
amplificr? Whatever next)

Thus you-gel valve amps that
seund bright and tightly foeussed.
anid traonie amps thet ao smocth and
land-back, C0 plavers try 1o sound like
analogne L while vinyl strives for
s neutrality and criép procision.
Whether any of that's true or not, P
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} tho Primaluna Prologue 2 s 2 very

rich and lush sounding amplifler 1t
unnistakeably wibe, with evervthing
thal implics. 30, 0 voue looking
for a warm friendby-seunding
amplifier Ual glowes
sialeally as woll s
physically; believe me
von e found it

Yo dluspile s
warmth. the
Proaliagiine Thves
actually sounds
cjuite crisp and
lesidd, Onee you
got ysed Lo Lhe
rich tonal
Dalee, vou realise
the souned js exceptionally
clear The Iigh teahle i very
elean and nol loo expased; aod s,
pouplod with the Il bottom end,
crearss an inpression ol integratad

smioethness aud wemhl 1S o difficult

amplifier to ‘upset’; even quite brash

nasty recordings fall to antagonlse it
Sonically, iU somoething of

A paradog al onee, swoel and

cultured. yet powerful

anel guksy There's

potliing gontoe]

about the Pralogie

Ty [or all 1ts

aiorless refine-

ment (s very

el casg of

irun fists i velvet

alenees. A5 Time

wont e, D warmed

i literslly to its

senmid more and mere.

PPiteh rendifion is exeoplianaliy

gied. Pl on some musie with lots

aoing.on and vou'll notice how easy i

s Lo Tollowy the levering of individual
volces and instruments,

But, not anly are voices kept
sepsrate, you're also made maore
aware of specific pitch values, When
(5ay) o singers harmonise, you
can really hear the individuality of
the two volces. Yot the musieal resull
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rernaind bleded
and harmonlous — IFs nol @ pase
of the music being desiccated or
steippreel tes Iy bare bones. Detail Lells,
but ina manner that's very infearated
and begulling. 1ts a curicus miv of

Dpposiles, .

na
superficial leval.
the basie senined produced
by the Prologue Two s tonally
arfracive and varv easy on the ear
Tho prosentation is exceptionally
cohorenl, 3o vou don'l noed o

concentrate hard to make sense of
all the tiny detalls that oo to make
tye thee Barger peeture. Lrlias
respect s a relaxing
armplifier to lsten
e el al s sarrio
Lime Its also a very
Irverlving and
stinulating o,
| found the
Frolomie Two
[Hesssing (it
sense of making
anlee attractive
s ), and &l the
same Lime rewarding Ly
presenting the misic ina way
il recreales Ils spirl and dramag:
jualities that are apposed vat also
complementarg After all, why can't
ol arrpa e sound involving and

soothing? Tioes o detailed informative
presentation invarably nean a sound

theats Lrasty, fovward, aod wonploassnl?

Spatially, the amplifier produces
a nice sanse of ambience and depth
s warim lonal balanco eroadlos 4
believable impression of space, as

Latwwaen, behind, mane
bevand the spealars
[ was very sallslying
o classical music,

oIVing aceurare

timbres and o
proper sanse of

I b saumie ime 1l

riwthimically

cohesive and together,
Futld cualiov is extramely

good and hard-wireed throughoul.
| fee] ceriain this contributes a great
deal ta the fina end resull. Thera's
an cngaging Lycidity thast romains
apparent even during the mest
comples pleces of music. If's some-
thing ¥ou tend to get with hard
wired transformercoupled

though the music were coming
feom a place somowhero

roimie] Tichmess. At

impressed on rock
and pop, saunding

>



} ampliliers - an impressive cobiorones

and contial regardless of hew 'busy'
the music becamss, Your ears are
pever assaulled T o vweellor af fost bl
tmrelated leading edoes. Thats what [
trreart by coberence s conlrol

Resicdunl nuise Is low, bul — car
close 1o the speaker —a trace of mains
Facrge is juisl apapareecal, Bl i1 really iy
complelely insudible
through my

fairly ofeicnt
Impulse -1 horns, unless you put
FO0F eal o the drive units. Bot theoss
usitg adiculously efficlent spoakers
(ke Lenwthersy noight notiee itif sat
close g All L ean say s — serves youl
floady-right,.. Mechanieally, there’s
a small ameunt of mains transfonmer
bz that acomes audible wlhien
sal elose 1o the amplifier —nothing
sarions though.

Foanr e lesvel fonpnrs are nffersd,
plus 4 and 8 Ohm loudspeaker
citpita, Althamgh the ‘correct’
spealier outpnt impedance s siriciy-
spiaking the opethat delivers the

\

higher volume (wilh moest speakers,
prabably the 8 Ohm optian;, you
shyowel Tenel the et tropeecliance: 4
O oudpul sctually sounds shishily
tighter and better fogussed Myseli,
| alwines o lor e 4 Obam selling and
mces| el my lislening was dowe s,
[ Towever, with
[Fye Preslosuds T, e
diffearonee bolwess
the two did nat

ST massively

significant,

Allthe same, | felt the Iower
impedanes sumpurs did sound a shade
darder” aned shghilly betler contralled,
B thats what | used . Since wie'ne
talking about Impedance marching.
resulls will be greatly influcneod by
the speakers used. However, boear n
mind that the 1 Ol aption alweays
MEALS Vour speakers ane bolng
driven from o slightly lewer sourne
impedance 5o this should improve
tighiness and conlrol,

Valve compliment consists of
fotr KRS output tubes. plus fwe
L2ALITs and two 12AKXTS During
usethe amplifier gots reasonably
warim, [l nict excassively ao Far
safoty reasons thoro's a removablie
covor over the eight valves, This
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concentrates the heat a little; despite
the ventilation slogs, but keeps the
luhes sale lrorn parving Dngers, 1

vou like, this cover can be dispensed
with, bt [ preferred o Kesap it o
Thee anp sounds very good Trom
‘wold', and eaches its optimum
afterabout 15 minutes,

I i v el LI Tyl
hopefully have gathered thal the
Prologue Twe leit me deeply
i paressteel |1 i greal e amplilicn,
made all the more attractive and
desirable by Having a very easonable
price lag | hink il's & forrilic bargisn,
and vn sound quality alope could
cotimand a far higher price. I'loved
and strotgly recommend vou lry
one af the earlies! oppertunite br+

TECHMNICAL SPECITICATIONS

Iype: Integrazed lire amplitic

Walve Complemenl: 2x 1 ZALT
I | IAXT
ax KTEg
Injiuts A leve (RCA Phane)
rpul Sepstviby S00mMY
rput Impedanee: ghE O

Diarputs: 4-antl B-Onm wps
Ranee Ootpul Prwes: 40 Watis!(i

Withve Caver Vg, wrovabs
Drimenaions (el #8140 26k
Wieight Vhilet)

Price: Cuay
LK Dhistrthutor
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